ENTREGAR EN SEPTIEMBRE EL
PRIMER DIA DE CLASE A TU
PROFESOR/A.

LA REALIZACION DEL CUADERNO PUEDE
SUPONER HASTA 1 PUNTO ADICIONAL A LA
NOTA OBTENIDA EN LA 12 EVALUACION

INGLES
CUADERNO
DE

TRANSICION 1°-2° BACHILLER
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1

b believe that the Ming Dynasty erased written 4. find words or expressions in the text that mean:
accounts of the Americas | certain about (paragraph 1)
¢ say that Manchu invaders destroyed all 2 pictures (paragraph I1)
documents about the Americas P . paragrap
3 stories (paragraph V)
. Answer the question according to the 4 think {paragraph V)
information in the text. -
What makes Geoff Wade think that the 1418 map 5. Write a composition of about 100-150 words.

Read the text and and answer the questions that follow.

THE CHINESE DISCOVERY OF NORTH AMERICA?

“In fourteen hundred and ninety-two, Columbus sailed the ocean blue ™ Schoolchildren in the United States learn this
rhyme because Christopher Columbus was the first non-native inhabitant (since the Vikings) to reach the American
continent. Or was he? Amateur historian Gavin Menzies suggests that in fact the Chinese arrived there first in 142]
Other historians, however, aren’t convinced by Menzies' theories

Menzies bases his theory on two maps which may date from the 15th century One, called the Harris map, depicts
an imaginary country of Chinese legends; interestingly, it is located exactly where North America is situated, and
displays certain identifiable geographic features, inciuding the Grand Canyor The other map, supposedly published
in 1418, also depicts North America in detail, and according to Menzies, may have helped the Chirese to locate the
continent. But historian Geoff Wade is convinced this map is a modern fake; among other problems, the Chinese
didn’t know in 1418 that the Earth was round, as this map indicates

Menzies also cites as preof the discovery of ancient Chinese artifacts and drawings in North and South America
But critics claim that a Chinese conguest would have left more dramatic remains than just a few coing and beads
They also ask why there are no signs of 15th-century American lfe in Ching, such as the tomatoes or maize brought
home by Europeans from the New World.

Finally, Menzies claims that many Nosrth and South American Indian legends describe encounters between native
inhabitants and Chinese. Bul critics ask why there are no accounts of early American life in Chinese culture, as
would surely be expected. The 1421 theorists explain this by saying that when Manchu invaders defeated the Ming
Dynasty which ruled China in 1421, they destroyed all the documents they found, including those mentioning the
Americas.
So, 1421 or 14927 Chinese or European? The evidence for Menzies' theory doesn't yet seeq: to threalen the
established idea that Europeans discovered America But there are enough unresolved issues to make you wonder!
. Choose the correct answer. 3. Rewrite the following sentences without
Schoolchildren in the USA changing the original meaning.
a know a rhyme about the date of Columbus’ 1 Gavin Menzies thinks the Chinese arrived in America
voyage in 1421 Gavin Menzies is an amateur historian
b learn that vColumbus came to North America Gavin Menzies, s
¢ are tested on Menzies’ theory 2 They ask why there is no sign of American life
The 1418 map in China
They ask, "..

a reveals more details of North America than
the Harris map

b conveys the idea that the Earth is round

¢ was given to the Chinese when they reached of America
North America

1421 theorists

a didn't expect the Chinese 1o bring back reporis
about the Americas

isn't genuine? Choose one option,

the countries where they were originally found?
2 What country would you like 1o visit? Why?

3 The evidence for Menzies' theory doesn't yet seem_.
to threaten the established idea about the discovery

The established idea about the discovery of America

1 In your opinion, should museums return all items 1o

1
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Read the text and and answer the questions that follow.
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HERE BE DRAGONS

“Here be dragons.” These words, accompanied by drawings of frightening imaginary beasts, are found on some
medieval maps They signified that the area was unexplored, and possibly dangerous. But are all dragons really
frightening? Are they purely imaginary creatures or are they based on something real?

Dragon legends exist in many different cultures worldwide. Although their appearance varies slightly, most dragons
sesemble reptiles with their large, scaly boedies But Eastern dragons differ from Western ones in function and
appearance, possibly because dragons often assume the qualities of local animals

Chinese and Asian dragons are usually depicted as kind and well-meaning. They were ofien associated with kings
or gods, or positive qualities such as longevity or wisdom. But because they alsc represent naturaj forces, especially
water, Chinese drapons may actually be based an Chinese ailigators. This idea is reasonable because Chinese
dragons are often portrayed without wings er showing any legs

Most Evropean dragons, however, are shown as evil, magical, fire-breathing creatures that must be killed by a hero in
order for him to rescue a princess or break a dark spetl. Some experts suggest that these dragons are based on a lizard
called the Komodo dragon IU's over three metres long and has got a poisonous bite. Others believe that these dragons
were inspired by prehistoric creatures like the pterosaur - a featherless flying reptile. However, because Europeans
didn’t know much about these prehistoric creatures until 1910, they probably didn’t influence European dragon
tradition.

Because dragons are a universal phenomenon, some experis think they must have a shared common basis. One theory
is that dragons were really comets Viewed from Earth, comets appear to have wings and long tails, and, like dragons,
were often thought to bring good or bad luck. Other scientists deny a common origin, and believe that dragon legends
grew up independently in different focations, possibly reflecting a human fear of dangerous animals or certain animal
characteristics such as claws and teeth

Whatever their origin, dragons still exist today in stories worldwide Even the warning “Here be dragons” is still
used; this is how compuler programmers warn others not to interfere with especiaily sensilive sections of code

1. Decide if the following sentences are true {T) 3. Rewrite the following sentences without
or false {F}. Find evidence in the text to justify changing the original meaning.

your answers. 1 Chinese dragons are usually depicted as kind

e ]

..... 2

.

Dragons have often got the same characteristics They were often associated with kings

as local animals Chinese dragons ... — —

- o 2 Dragons were often thought to bring good or
Chinese dragons are traditionally associated with bad luck
water It was often . ..

European dragons are thought to be based on
heroic creatures 1 wisdom (line B) 3 rescue (line 12)

e e e e et e et e 2 a. inteiligence a marry

e e ot oo . et e % et e R 8 1 e < e b 8 8 0 b Wea]‘th b save
Some experts believe that dragons came to Earth ¢ happiness C. surprise
on comets 2 evil {line 11} 4 fear (line 20)

e i s ' e ol sl - i A 1 1L AR tn o i ki T 1t b a S.tupid a i"lOTFO{

4. Choose the best meaning for each word.

b funny b iove

2. Complete the sentences using the information ¢ very bad ¢ attraction

given in the text. Use your own words as far as
possible, 5. Write a composition of about 100-150 words.

1 in medieval times, the words "Here be dragons”

Choose one option.

were sometimes used ... 1 Young children shouldn't be exposed te stories or

films featuring frightening imaginary creatures

2 in all traditions, dragons’ bodies . v ce e

3 Today, computer PrOGIAMMETS e i

Do you agree? Why or why not?

2 Why do you think legends are passed down from
generation to generation?
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. Choose the correct answer.

. Rewrite the following sentences without

Read the text and and answer the questions that follow.

WANTED: ELVES

Teenagers who are about to leave school often consider many job opportunities However, few are likely to think of
a career as an elf, which is now possible in Finland’s Arctic Circle

Finland claims that Santa Claus lives in its northern region of Lapland, near the North Pole, where tourists have
gone 1o visit him for the past two decades These visitors are met at the airport by professional “elves”, who also
accompany them while they participate in various activities, including reindeer safaris, canoeing and hunting

These elves do more than pack up gifts bought at the Christmas market and answer Santa’s hundreds of thousands
of Jetters They must be familiar with health and safety procedures, in addition to information about the local
environment and Santa Claus stories. Elves must speak English, and possibly other languages, a8 more tourists
arrive from France, Spain, Japan and Russia. Many work 14-hour days at Christmastime, and keeping children
amused and occupied all day in freezing weather can be tough.

Until recently, most elves were seasonal workers who received two weeks' training. However, since April 2008,
residents of all ages in the town of Rovaniemi have been able {o gain a diploma after studying for a year at the new
Elf Academy. This will help to guarantee standards in the tourist industry, vitally important in this part of Finland,
where the unemployment rate may reach double the national average. By building on the Santa legend, about half
a million tourists now visit this area each year, providing work for local residents

It's true that nol everyone dreams of a career that may involve wearing a green or red costume, baking gingerbread
biscuits or receiving a name like “Christmas Star”. But for Finns who live in an isolated area with sub-zero
temnperatures and where opportunities are few, these jobs are as welcome as presents on Christmas morning

3. Decide if the following sentences are true (T)
or false (F). Find evidence in the text to justify
YOUr answers,

Jobs dene by professional elves include
a delivering Santa’s gifts to tourists in Lapland .
hotels ..} Tourists to Lapiand can choose to go hunting

b waorking in the Christmas market near Santa’s and canoeing

house

¢ writing thousands of letters for Santa Claus -

A new EIf Acaderny . 2 Eives must know how to speak Spanish

2. was openet by Santa Claus in April 2008

b offers two weeks' training to seasonal workers

¢ s located in a Lapland town called Rovaniemi -3 Eives generally work lorig hours during the

Christmas tourist season
Getting a job as an eif

a involves receiving many presents

b may be the best alternative for local residents
¢ requires residents to change their name

busy (paragraph I#) T,
difficuit (paragraph 1 e e et
instruction (paragraph IV) S
extremely {paragraph 1V) U

changing the original meaning.

The visitors are met ai the airport by professiona
“glves”

Professional "elves" ...

-\bLAJMw:b

5. Write a composition of about 100-150 words,
Choose one option.

1 Describe an unusual job that you've heard of

They must be familiar with health and safety
procedures, in addition to information about the
local environmerst

They must be familiar with health and safety
PrOCEUUTES, 85 . oo o o o orvmen oo e
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2 Would younlike to work as an elf? Why or why not?

Find words or expressions in the text that mean:

1
b
|
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Read the text and and answer the questions that follow.

1S LOVE SPELLED D-N-A?

(1 People are attracted to others for many reasons; One person may like another's values, appearance or . . imimune
system? I’s not an obvious factor, but one US dating agency believes it can match members according to their
DNA.

i} Seientificmatch com uses three criteria to match members. To determine core values, clients must prioritise options;
for example, they are asked what type of holiday they prefer They must then answer questions about the person
they ate looking for, including age and appearance Although the agency claims to have superior ways of processing
this information, its methods are not so different from those of other similar dating agencies

| A unigue feature of Scientificmatch com lies in the third component, the chemical matching. The agency asks
clients to send in a DNA sample taken from inside the cheelc This is then analysed for MHC (histocompatibility)
markers, which form part of the immune system Members are matched with otheis who have got different, rather
than similar, markers This, the agency claims, allows the pairing of partners who will have a bester relationship
w | According to some experiments, parents increase the chances of having healthier chiidren by passing on to them
as many different MHC markers as possible Animals instinctively select partners who have got opposite MHC
markers, because this will increase the number of different markers their offspring could inherit. And indeed,
Scientificmatch com claims its chemical matching will help create couples who are able to produce healthier
children.

v| However, many doctors are sceptical of claims made by Scientificmatch com Although they acknowledge the
vatidity of the experiments, they say that too many other factoss are invoived in (hese processes, and that it's
impossibie to use DNA science in this way

Vi1 Nevertheless, clients seem willing to pay out $1,995 for a one-year subscription to Scientificmatch com. At this
price, they can at least be assured that other members they meet are unlikely to be poor, even if there's no chemistry
between them!

1. Choose the correct answer, 3. Dacide if the following sentences are true (T)
or false (F). Find evidence in the text to justify
your answers.

.. 1 Prospective clients ask each other what kind of

holiday they prefer

1 The computer input obtained by the agency

a  uses information from similar agencies

b s said to be processed in & superior way

c is different from data gathered by other agencies
2. Many doctors believe that

3. using DNAs a good way to meet people -, 2 The agency matches people who have got

b the results of experiments into DNA matching MHC markers similar o their own
aren't valid

¢ people choose partners for reasons beyond
MHC markers

2. Rewrite the following sentences without . Find words or expressions in the text that mean:

changing the original meaning.

1 Scientificmatch com believes that it can maich
members according to their DNA

Scientificmatch com believes that its e

4

1 evident {paragraph I} e e e e
2 main, esseniial {paragraph )

3 spedial (paragraph Ill) e e
4 children {paragraph IV) e e

PR D DD PP PP PP PP PP DY RO

2 Scientificrmatch com uses three criteria to match 5. Write a composition of about 100-150 words.
_____ members Choose one option.
THIER CIIEMB & e e e e o e i ¢ Do you think that matching DNA is a good way to

find a partner? Why or why not?

2 Afriend is moving to a new area and is worried
about meeting people Write a letter giving him /
her some advice on how to make new friends

3 The agency is new The agency charges $1,995 for
a one-year subscription
The agenCy « oot ot e
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Read the text and and answer the questions that follow.

MOBILE PHONES: GOOD NEWS AND BAD NEWS

1| Ever since mobile phones became popular in the 1990s, scientists have been trying to determine their effects on
users. Much has been written about the possible connection between the radiation emitted by mobile phones and
cancer. However, there have aiso been studies to investigate other aspects of mobile-phone use

11 In one 2007 study, 300 people were observed for almost 30 monihs One third used mobile phones frequently,
another third used them intermittently and the fina third didn’t use them at all. Using a device that measures brain
activity, researchers found that the frequent users exhibited a slowing down of brain activity, although this rate was
stil} within normat limits

it| However, this study also presented a more optimistic fiading . In tests measuring neuropsychological functions such
as mermory, attention, personality and executive function (which controls thought and behaviour), frequent mobile-
phone users were actually found to focus their attention better. This could be because they have learned to focus on
their phone call while tuning out osher distractions such as background noise

tv | But before phone users increase their chatting time in the hope that this will improve their concentration, they should
check the results of other recent studies. In 2005, researchers in the USA observed groups of young people who
talked on a mobile phone while “driving” in a simulator They found that their reaction time when braking was the
same as that of motorists aged 65 10 74 who were not talking on the phone, making them more Hkely to have an
accident In an earlier study in 2003, the same researchers found that drivers using mobile phones were even less
capable than drivers who were drunk

v| These US studies show that mobile phones should never, ever be used while driving. But because mobile phones are
relatively new, and there are no Jong-term studies concerning cognitive effects, researchers are very cautious when
presenting other findings. While we wait for more definitive answers, it seems that the wisest policy wouid be to use
your mobile phone in moderation

1. Choose the correct answer. 3. Decide if the following sentences are true (T)
I Inastudy in 2007 or false (F). Find evidence in the text to justify

a. 300 scientists researched the effect your answers.

of mobile phones ... 1 Scientists have proved that mobile phones cause

b. it was shown that mobile-phone use prevented brain cancer

normal brain activity SR —

¢ three groups were assigned different patterns S —
of mobile-phone use . ... 2. Some nauropsychological functions of frequent

2 Frequent mobile-phone users mobile-phone users may be better than those of
others

a may be better at focusing than others

b were in general more optimistic than other
groups . e

¢ were the main focus of the scientists’ atiention 3 The writer thinks mobile phones shouldn't be
used excessively until more is known

EEBRBRARD R

2. Complete the sentences using the information
given in the text. Use your own words as far as e 1 i

possible,
1 In a 2005 study in the US, it was found that young 4. Find words or exprassions in the text that mean:
DBOPIB e i 2t 1 decrease (paragraph il
e o L 2 result (paragraph |1l R
2 The US studies show that you mustn’t .. ..o 3 hurry (paragraph IV) L
e e e e 4 careful {patagraph V)
5. Write a composition of about 100-150 words.

Choose one option.

1 Should the use of mobile phones while driving be
completely banned? Explain why or why not

2 The advantages and disadvantages of mobile-phone
use in our society
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Read the text and and answer the guestions that follow.

ANYONE FOR A GAME OF CARDS?

Even if they aren’t players, most people the world over are familiar with a standard deck, or pack, of 52 playing cards
But playing cards are not all the same, and they’ve evolved in different ways, and with differenl purposes over a long
period of lime

Playing cards were probably invented by the tenth century in China, perhaps because the Chinese had already invented
the paper from which the cards were made It is thought that they eventually reached Europe via the Istamic Empure,
where suit symbols of swords and cups were added 1o the original designs of sticks and coins. Further changes in suits
were made locally, many of which still exist today; for example, the traditional Spanish deck retains some of the older
symbols of coins, cups and swords, whereas the German suits include hearts, leaves and belis. The spades, hearts,
clubs and diamonds of the standard deck now used in Britain and the United States, and internationally for poker and
bridge, came from the original French suits.

But while the front, or “face”, of the cards changed, the backs remained biank This allowed people to use them for
many other purposes, including invitations and love letters. In Belgium, a baby abandoned at an orphanage was
sometimes accompanied by a playing card displaying a name and message 1f the card was torn, the infant’s mother
planned to come back with her half and claim her child; but if it was complete, she had no intention of returning
Playing cards also became an early type of paper money when the French governor of Canada used them to pay his
war debis in 1685. Eventually, the backs of the cards were decorated for beauty, entertainment or advertising.

Today, playing cards are used not only for games, but also, for example, to perform magic tricks But when we
reflect on cards and their changing role over the centuries, perhaps we should realise that the real “raagic” is in the

cards themselves

Choose the correct answer. 3.
Playing cards today

Rewrite the following sentences without
changing the original meaning.

1 The Chinesé had already invented paper

a are probably known to most peaple in the world

b have become standardised over a long period of

time

¢ have evolved differently but for the same
reasons

Playing cards have been used

a asaway of tracing the fathers of orphaned
babies

b as a form of paper money by a Canadian
qovernor

¢ to advertise beauty products or entertainment
avents

Decide if the following sentences are true (T)
or false (F). Find evidence in the text to justify
YOUF answers,

...} Playing cards came to China before they were

known in Europe

.. .2 Inthe past, people often used playing cards as

invitations

.3 Playing cards aren’t used to periorm magic
tricks

PARET .. oo e o

She had no intention of returning
She did NOY v e e

. Complete the sentences using the information

given in the text. Use your own words as far as
possible.

The first playing cards used suit syrmbols of -

The original French suits now appear oM we.— ..

In the past, the only decoration on playing cards

. Find words or expressions in the text that mean:

over a period of time
{paragraph 1) e e e

first of a kind {paragraph 1I) e e
emnpty (paragraph ) S —

. Write a composition of about 100-150 words.

Choose one option.

It has been said that playing games is & good
preparation for life Do you agree? Why or why not?
Do you agree that children’s exposure to video games
should be limited? Explain the reasons for your answer




Read the text and and answer the guestions that follow.

THE REALLY TERRIBLE ORCHESTRA

1| Children are often taught to play a musical instrument. While a large number of them quit when they grow older,
there are those who continue playing. A few become professional musicians; others may join an amateur group for
fun But most wiil never get the chance to play in public

I| To give enthusiastic but untalented players the chance to perform together, the Really Terrible Orchestra (RTO) was
forried in 1995 Members, many of whom were successful professionals in fields such as banking, medicine,
literature and law, took music lessons, rehearsed carefully and hired a professional conductor. However, despite
taking all these measures, their lack of talent didn’t go unnoticed. Some piayers simply omitted the musical notes
they had difficulty playing. One cellist not only had a hearing problem but couldn’t remember which string was
which Although he pencilled in the names on his instrument, he still rarely got them right. Sometimes members even
discovered that they were playing different pieces of music, by different composers, simuitancously!

m To its own surprise, the RTO has become a hit. There have been successful concerts in Edinburgh, London and
elsewhere. Orchestra members admit that the fiee wine offered belore the concert may help the audience’s
appreciation, but this doesn't account for the sales of the RTO's CDs In addition, a real composer has writlen an
original work for them, and their conductor, Richard Neville Towle, has been knighted by the Queen.

| Why is the orchestra so popular? Experts have got severai theories, including the fact that people often seem to enjoy
the embarrassment of others But peshaps it's simply because the RTO proves that the joy of creation, not the standard
of the performance, is what really counts. This should encourage every amateur performer everywhere (o continue,
no matter what the results If success follows, it's just an added bonus

1. Choose the correct answer. 3. Rewrite the following sentences without
1. Many aduits who play instruments changing the original meaning.

a give music lessons to children 1 The founders said, “We are forming an orchestra

for these players.”

b become professional musicians i
The fourders said that . e

¢ rarely have the opportunity to play in public
2 The RTO's music
a has increased the sale of wine
b has been recorded and sold successfully on CDs
¢ consisis only of specially written originai pieces

2 However, despite taking these measures, their lack
of talent didn't go unnoticad

Even though they ...

3 Richard Neville Towle has been knighted by the
Queen

The Quesn .. e

2. Decide if the following sentences are true (T)
or false (F). Find evidence in the text to justify
yOur answers.

.. 1. Memberss of the RTO were generally successful
in their professional lives

oDERDODREDNRDEDDODDDODDCT

4. Find words or expressions in the text that mean:

4

opportunity (paragraph ) e e
excited (paragraph 1)

practised (paragraph i)
success (paragraph 1) y
extra (paragraph 1) e e

... 2 Ore orchestra member had difficulty hearing

S IR TV N

... 3 The RTO always expected to be successful

T

5. Write a composition of about 100-150 words.
Choose one option.

1 Should excellence of performance be a criterion for
performing in public? Why or why not?

T

. 4 The RTQ' success embarrasses many of the
experts

2 Write a letter to a friend describing a performance
you have recently attended or seen on television

wig b Phniocopi
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Read the text and and answer the questions that follow.

BLOWING HOT AND COLD

We all know that changes in the weather can influence our physical health, or alter outdoor events, such as causing

the cancellation of a football match. But changes in the weather have also had a dramatic infiuence on world history.
Often, a historic event occurs when the population becomes restless as a result of food shorlages cansed by changes in
the weather For example, the cooling of the world’s temperature by only half a degree around 476 AD caused ¢rops 10
fail in northern areas of present-day Europe. The barbarians living there moved south to find food, eventually reaching
the Raman Empire, and causing its collapse Similarly, food in France, already in short supply due 10 a tack of rain,
became even scarcer when crops were destroyed by & hailstorm in 1788 This sparked riots among the frustrated
population, resulting in the French Revolution the following year.

However, other weather phenomena have altered history. A thick fog enabled George Washington's troops to retreat

wood produce particularly fine sounds

unseen by the British in 1776, allowing them the opportunity to regroup and gain a decisive military victory for the
United States in 1781. And Russia has been saved three times by the severity of its winter, {irst from Charles XII of N
Sweden in 1706, then from Napoleon in 1812 and most recently from Hitler in 1541

w1 Social and cultural history is also affected by the weather Hot weather can increase violence, probably by altering
serotonin levels in the brain, and high outdoor temperatures have been Dblamed for causing summer ricts in some US
cities in the 1960s. In contrast, cold weather may also have an effect Unusually cold temyperatures in Europe between
1520 and 1770 slowed the growth of trees, causing the wood to become abnormaily dense Violins crafted from this

v| In 1965, Bob Dyian famously sang, “You don’t need a weatherman to know which way the wind blows™ Perthaps not,
but maybe you do need a weatherman, or weathergirl, 1o understand history.

1. Choose the correct answer.
1 Crop failure

a causes people to become tired of events

b probably occurred in the city of Rome in 476 AD

¢ may be triggered by smali temperature changes
2 The French Revolution

a followed rioting by the hungry population

b occurred the year before a sudden haiistorm

¢ caused food to becorme more scarce than before
3 High outdoor temperatures

a can be violently affected by serotonin levels in
the brain

b sometimes cause people to become violent if
they are blamed

¢ have led to summer siots in the USA in the

3.

Complete the sentences using the information
given in the text. Use your own words as far
as possible.

The severe Russian winters —......

In Europe between the 16th and 18th centuries,

trees —

4, Answer the guestion according to the

information in the text.

in what way did the weather affect George
Washington's troops in the 18th century?

19605
5. Find words or expressions in the text that
2. Decide if the following sentences are true (T} mean the opposite of: |
or false {F). Find evidence in the text to justify 1 calm (paragraph Il
YOur answers. 2 succeed (paragraph II)
... 1 Using dense wood makes viclins sound 3 loss (paragraph 1)
particularly good 4 reduction (paragraph IV)
i v o e T e o e e 6. Write a composition of about 100-150 words.
.....2 Bob Dylan thought that you needed a Choose one option.
weatherman to understand history 1 Researchers say the temperature of the world is
e increasing due to glabal warming What could be
o A the result for our cultural. social or political life?
2 Explain how the weather affected an event in your

S T T
VImwponts B Photocopiable ©

personal life or an event that you've heard about
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Read the text and and answer the questions that follow.

heat, cold oy rain.

only about 100,000 Indian rupees (€1,600)
The basic version of the Nano is pretty

INTRODUCING THE NANO

Until recently, many people in India couldn’t afford a car. Entire families including young children and even babies
would ride around on two-wheeled scooters This was obviously dangerous, inefficient and unpleasant in extreme

Ratan Tata, chairman of India’s Tata Motors, decided to do something to improve the situation. He promised to
create a car that middie-class Indians could afford Tt took approximately four years, and some help from investors
from other countries, but he kept his promise. In January 2008, he introduced the Tata Nano, a small car that costs

. well, basic Only three metres long and about one and a half metres wide,
the car seats five if they are willing 1o sit practically on top of each other However, it contains all the necessary
features: brakes, a four-speed manual transmission, a steering wheel, seatbelts and one windscreen wiper It has also
got four doors, four windows, locks and a very small boot, For those who want features this model lacks — such as
air-bags, air-conditioning, radio and passenger-side mirror - there are deluxe versions available, for an extra cost

By providing safe, affordable transport, Tata hopes the car will help millions of Indians to connect betier across their
vast sub-continent. But not everyone is so pleased with this new creation Although the car is said to be fuel efficient
and will meet both local and European emission standards, environmentalists claim that millions of new cars will
increase dangerous carbon emissions substantially. Experts also worry that India’s infrastructure will not be able to
support a large number of new cars, creating terrible traffic jams and long commutes.

The Nano will at first be sold only in India, but there are plans to make it available soon in Africa, Latin America and
Southeast Asia. It may eventually even reach Europe, although probably in a modified and more expensive form. But
who knows? It may not be long befare your new car costs the same as your TV.

-

. Choose the correct answer.

. In India, riding on two-wheeled scooters

a was a form of transport that families could afford
b costs more money than a owning a car
¢ was only probiematic in bad weather

. The basic version of the Nano

a measures about three metres in width
b is tog small for five people to Titin

¢ has got no luxuries

The sale of the Nano

a  will begin in india

b will start in many developing countries
¢ may eveniually be cheaper in Europe

. Decide if the following sentences are true (T)

or false (F). Find evidence in the text to justify
your answars,

1. Ratan Tata is the indian name of the Tata Motors
company.

.. 2 The Tata Nano can be bought for the indian

pguivalent of €1,600

.. 3 The new car wil he%p indians from d fferent
countries 1o connect

Rewrite the following sentences without
changing the original meaning.

Ratan Tata promised, | wili create a car that
middie-class Indians can afford ”

Ratan Tata promised that .. e covecm ot

Not everyone i3 pleased with this creation
This creation e e e

. Answer the question according to the

information in the text.

What problems couid result from the introduction
of the Nano in india?

. Find words or expressions in the text that mean:

be able to pay for

something (paragraph ) e e e
make something better

(paragraph 1)
not to have something that

is needed (paragraph )
not expenisive (paragraph iV} o

. Write a composition of about 100-150 words.

Choose one option.

Shoutd cities ban private vehicles from city centre areas
during peak traffic hours? Explain why or why not
Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of owning
a car
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